a quick guide to.....

Tarsia for MFL

What is it ?

Formulator Tarsia is a free-to-download program, originally conceived for maths, which MFL teachers can
use to create all kinds of shape puzzles quickly and easily.

Download the program from here http://tinyurl.com/tarsia-link.

Getting started

Open the program. The opening screen gives you these options from which to choose:

Standard Jigsaw: There are seven
@ n ifferent shaped jigsaws, all with
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The standard jigsaw has 24 equilateral biangular pieces and comprizes of 30 pairs of ike equations.
There are then 12 blank sides that make up the border of the hexagon.

Domino: Click the icons to find out
how many pairs of words or
Show tis diclop on statup phrases are needed for each
game. Each game has a 'start’
Follow-me cards: These cards, when the puzzle is complete, will form ~ and a *finish’ square, and so this
one continuous loop and so this setting is more useful for making setting is more suitable for making
Domino games (see right). Follow-me cards (see left).

Rectangular Cards: This setting makes cards with single words or phrases, and involves no matching.

Matching Rectangular Cards: As for the rectangular cards above, but it randomises the cards for matching
in pairs. A good setting for making Pelmanism cards.

Student Discussion Circle: This setting makes segments, each of which has a question on the top and an
answer on the bottom, and which all join up to make a big circle. This could be useful for MFL, but uses a
lot of paper when printing and copying and is harder to cut out as the pieces have rounded edges.
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Define Style

Once you've selected the puzzle you'd like
to make, you'll see this screen.
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Selecting the font: e L
The default font for Tarsia is Times New Bk
Roman ltalic.
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Inputting the pairs of words or phrases:

Type one of the pair into each box. You
can use the ALT+number codes to type
the accents.
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You can also insert a picture in one of the
boxes. To do this, click on Edit > Insert
Image. The image must be in .bmp
format and about 75 pixels in height.
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To advance to the next pair of words or

phrases, click on the number of the next
pair on the right hand side of the screen
(circled). Continue until you have typed in [—wmm==s
all your pairs of words or phrases.

Output

Once you have typed in all your pairs of words or phrases, your puzzle will be ready. The button bar
at the bottom of the screen allows you to see all the different outputs that Tarsia has created for you.

@@@@[ sﬁ Input ]@ Table ][ [ij Cutput ][ % Solution ]

Table: as the word would suggest, a table of all the pairs in the right order.
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Output: This shows what the puzzle pieces will look like. They are randomised ready to print out.
You can change the size of the pieces by clicking "Medium" etc at the side of the screen. If you have
a lot of big pieces running onto lots of sheets of paper, you can screen-capture and shrink them onto
fewer sheets.

Solution: as you might guess, a copy of the solution to the puzzle.

Back Side: It is possible to have something on the reverse side of each piece.
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Saving

Tarsia puzzles save as *.xjsw files, which are not compatible with anything else and which can only be
opened on computers where Tarsia is installed. To facilitate sharing, convert your puzzle and its solution
to PDF format using a program such as CutePDF.
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